Martin Birch
Operational Manager (Bereavement Services)
Thornhill Road, Llanishen







Cardiff CF14 9UA

December 16th 2009

Dear Mr. Birch

Re: St. Mary’s Church, Caerau, Cardiff

We visited  St. Mary’s  on Saturday 5th December following our attendance at the Community Fun Day launch to promote the Junior Friends of St. Marys, organised by Dave Horton of Communities First.  We noted new damage to gravestones and also a collection of stones which have been prised from the walls and were scattered on the ground, giving vandals ‘amunition’ to deface the structure. 
You will see from the attached photo that the 100-year-old grave stone, which is to the right of the gate on entering the church yard from the lane, has been ‘downed’. 

Fortunately there was very little rubbish at the church and we collected what we could before the leaving the site. However, there is an unsightly supermarket trolley in the body of the church. We could not remove this as the wheels have locked and anyway we had nowhere to leave it.
There is also a lot of broken hardboards and two TV sets, which need collecting from outside the security gate at the bottom of the lane, but was too bulky for us to remove.  We did manage to fill and remove a bag with general litter that we found randomly scattered at intervals further up the lane. 

We met by chance Mr. David, the farmer who rents land around St. Marys and was tending his livestock in the adjacent fields.  He told us that he came across vandals throwing the loose stones at the graves, having brought their drugs and booze up to the site using the supermarket trolley.  He confronted the vandals, but they were intoxicated and took no notice. As he was alone, there was nothing he could do to stop the damage. I think he may have reported it to the police.

It would be appreciated if the stone near the gate could be ‘righted’ and the supermarket trolley removed from the site. Also, the stones which have been torn from the walls should be collected and stored away from vandals’ use, until repairs can be made.  The dislodged top of the red stone memorial to the left of the entry gate could also be firmly reattached to its standing red stone pillar.
I believe CADW is considering installing a notice up at the site informing visitors about the church.  It may help if you could erect a further sign saying something like ‘This is your heritage, please respect it.  Persons damaging this site will be prosecuted’.  This cannot guarantee to stop the vandals, but might deter some by making them aware that they are committing a criminal act.  The present lack of warning gives the impression that this important historic site is not valued. 

Communities First under the leadership of Dave Horton continues to work with the young of Caerau and Ely and we hope that youngsters will learn to respect and take ownership of this historic site in their midst, rather than destroying it.
Thank you for all your assistance in this matter. 
Yours sincerely
Delia Jay 
Founder of Friends of St. Mary’s.

cc /Dave Horton, Communities First. 
South Wales Police. 

SPAB.
