The Editor

The South Wales Echo,Thomson House
Havelock Street

Cardiff CF101XR

7th June 2010

For publication
Dear Sir/Madam
The Friends of St. Mary’s were very pleased to see the well-deserved and timely tribute to the late Rev. Victor (Father) Jones (“Vicar Made it his Mission to Restore Run-Down Church”), South Wales Echo Tuesday, 25th May 2010.
Unfortunately the article contained a number of factual errors which are worth pointing out:
(1) Fr. Jones has only one surviving daughter. His other dear daughter, Ruth, died two years ago.

(2) Fr. Jones moved to the small village of Findon in West Sussex several years ago and lived there independently in the community in a clergy-provided house, where Rosemary and I visited in 2006 to interview him, almost 50 years after he left the parish of Caerau with Ely.(1)
 During his time in Findon he ministered to the distressed and needy of his ‘adopted’ parish and was overjoyed to be offered the chance to conduct services in the local church when the resident priest moved away. This work he undertook for no financial gain whatsoever, just because of his dedication to the Anglican faith and the parishioners there. These actions were in keeping with the person Father Jones was:  a charismatic leader of people, particularly the young,  spreading the message of Christ and administering the faith to all with whom he came into contact;  listening to peoples’ problems and giving them comfort and advice.
After Ruth’s death it 2008 we noticed a marked decline in his physical health, but it was only in March this year when he became seriously ill that he contemplated moving to a clergy-run care home. However before this could happen he died suddenly in the local hospital near Findon. His funeral was attended by close family and 30 parishioners from the church where he last preached. 
Fr. Jones will be remembered in Wales for being the driving force behind the heroic rebuild and restoration of St. Mary the Virgin Church at Caerau in 1959-60. It is a great shame that this still-much-loved small church has suffered such relentless abuse and neglect, but there is hope that the Council’s preservation of the ruin, and the determination of young and old in Caerau and Ely to protect it, will ensure the survival of this important historic site for future Welsh generations.

And what more fitting tribute to this extraordinary man, that Fr. Jones’s ashes will be scattered near the remains of his beloved old church. 

To read more about Fr.Jones’s life and work, visit The Friends’ website- www.stmaryscaerau.org
Delia Jay

Co-founder

The Friends of St. Mary’s

(1)  www.stmaryscaerau.org
