Martin Birch
Operational Manager (Bereavement Services)
Thornhill Road, Llanishen







Cardiff CF14 9UA
21st August 2008
          Dear Mr. Birch
Re: St. Mary’s Church, Caerau, Cardiff Meeting 15th August.
With reference to my recent letter regarding the book launch at the church on 15th August this year, we were delighted to find on the day that the church walls had been thoroughly cleaned of the terrible graffiti and that the overgrowth in the lane and churchyard had been cut back by your grave-diggers.  We are also grateful to the volunteers who  had earlier cleared the site of rubbish.  The old church and site looked truly beautiful and was a pleasure for us and  the visitors- about 30 in all, to see, especially as the sun shone for us. 
Unfortunately, Fr. Jones, the old priest, of whom I wrote earlier, was hospitalised at the last moment and unable to attend. However, Cannon Buttimore, who preached at St. Mary’s in the 1940’s, spoke on his behalf.  Cannon Buttimore was heartened to see the remains of the tower and the small cross at the top.  The photos we take to Fr. Jones will show the remains of his old church in the best possible light.
We were very pleased to meet your representative, Philip, who was most  welcome. The police were also represented and it is hoped they will continue to keep a close eye on the church, especially during the summer months. One of our supporters recently emailed us to say he had been up at the church and came across a group of adolescents who were making a fire in the ‘body’ of the church. He told them to stop and they started throwing stones at him. This did not deter him and he approached them, at which point they ran off. He is a youngish, strongly built man, and the risk for older people taking this line is obvious. However, it shows what could be achieved if ‘park rangers’ were employed in this area., and typifies the determination of many local residents to protect this site as far as they can, from the senseless vandalism carried out by a small minority.  
Thank you very much for all your efforts to keep the old church standing and the site in good order.  We will put  photos of the meeting, together with a short write up of the occasion, on our web site in due course.  www.stmaryscaerau.org
With very best wishes

Delia Jay and Rosemary Lewis

Founders: The Friends of St. Mary’s.

c.c. Iona Gordon Communities First, and,  The Chief Police Officer,  Caerau Lane Police Station, Ely Cardiff.
